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SPI-Hub™ Overview
• Developed and maintained by the 

Center for Knowledge Management 
(CKM) at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center

• Publishing Services allows authors to 
find and evaluate venues for 
publishing their scholarly work

• Guides and Tools provides access to a 
comprehensive overview of systemaAc 
reviews, tutorials on creaAng a 
researcher profile, and other 
tools/resources

• For more informaAon on SPI-Hub™, 
please see the Overview page

https://spi-hub.app.vumc.org/overview


SPI-Hub™ Overview – Find Journals

• Includes records for more 
than 28,000 biomedicine, 
health, nursing, basic & 
life science 9tles

• Search methods include: 
• Search by topic
• Search by a specific journal 

name
• Search by an author 

publishing on your topic of 
interest/research or your 
own publica9on history



Informa(onal icon example:  Click the       to 
view more informa3on: 

SPI-Hub™ Icons and Hover-overs 
Gold informa,onal     icons and hover-overs are used throughout SPI-Hub™ to provide 
addi$onal needed details. 

A yellow       buAon SPI-Hub™ feature allows authors to iden,fy journals that may 
require careful review due to the informa,on reported in either key SPI-Hub™ data 
fields or journal publica,on site(s). CKM regularly reviews these journals for any 
change of status, as some of the SPI-Hub™ data fields may take years to fully 
implement.

Hover-over example:  Addi3onal informa3on is displayed when you 
hover over the text with your mouse: 



Knowledge Management Journal Record™
• Selec9ng a journal 9tle through any of the SPI-Hub™ search features will load the Knowledge 

Management Journal Record™ for that journal
• The record was inten9onally designed to present users with objec9ve, impar9al, and current data 

about journals to aid informed decision making
• Each field in the journal record was selected based on a comprehensive review of publica9on 

guidelines and standards and the ease with which fields could be captured in a structured and/or 
semi-automated manner

• Fields are organized in four sec9ons: “General Informa9on,” “Metrics & Indexing,” “Publica9on 
Policies,” and “Open Access”



General InformaBon

• Provides general descrip)ve 
informa)on on the 
publica)on’s  frequency, 
affiliated professional 
associa)on(s),and publisher. 

• The user can easily navigate 
to the journal homepage, 
scope & aims, and author 
guidelines by clicking the 
hyperlinks provided. 

Knowledge Management Journal Record™



Metrics & Indexing

• Indicates the journal’s 
indexing status in reputable 
biomedical indexes 
(MEDLINE and Science 
Cita)on Index Expanded). 

• Enables the user to 
compare the journal’s 
Impact Factor status as 
reported by Journal Cita)on 
Reports against the metrics 
listed on the journal 
website as an indicator of 
transparency.

Knowledge Management Journal Record™

Hover over text provides 
addi3onal informa3on to define 
the field of data  



PublicaBon Policies
• Offers an overview of a journal’s 

stated peer review prac3ces and 
compliance  to best prac3ces as 
reflected through stated adherence to 
the Interna3onal CommiJee of 
Medical Journal Editors’ (ICMJE) 
recommenda3ons or verifiable 
CommiJee on Publica3on Ethics 
(COPE) membership.

• Reports the journal’s archiving status 
in PubMed Central and other na3onal 
and interna3onal archiving services to 
provide insight into commitment to 
long-term preserva3on of content.

• Indicates whether the journal allows 
authors to submit manuscripts that 
were previously made available as 
preprints. 

Knowledge Management Journal Record™

[need new screenshot]



Open Access

• Presents informa,on on 
the journal’s open access 
status and, if applicable, 
indicators of its 
transparency around open 
access prac,ces/policies 
(e.g., whether the journal 
specifically states the 
license used and the ar,cle 
processing charges).
o “Paid open access available” 

indicates the journal offers 
both open access and 
tradi)onal subscrip)on 
op)ons.

Knowledge Management Journal Record™



SPI-Hub™ 
Search and 

Discovery 
Features

• Search by Journal

• Search by Topic

• Search by Author

• Search by My Cita,ons

• Browse Preprints

• Discover Data Repositories



Search by Journal

Type in the journal 
3tle or abbrevia3on SPI-Hub™ will  search across all names and alterna3ve 3tles 

and suggest matches via a completer; select the journal that 
you would like to view

AVer selec3ng 
the relevant 
journal 3tle, click 
“Enter”



Recommend a Journal
If a journal is not found in 
the Journal search, please 
check your spelling. If it is 
s3ll not found, you can 
suggest a journal for 
addi3on to SPI-Hub™.

• Enter the requested 
details and then 
select “Submit” 

• We will no3fy you 
once the 3tle is 
added to SPI-Hub™



Search by Topic

Enter your first keyword or 
phrase in the search box

SPI-Hub™ will offer term matches 
based on a built-in completer; 
select your preferred term or 
press “Enter” to add a free text 
keyword



Search by Topic

Enter and select up to 5 
separate keywords

The system will not accept a 6th 
keyword

Search is not 
executed un3l 
you click 
“Submit”



Search by Topic
Prior to execu-ng the search, you have the op)on to add impact metrics to the weighted algorithm 
for ranking results. If “Yes” is selected, SPI-Hub™ adds an internally calculated h5-index to the 
ranking algorithm for journal )tles. For more informa)on, click the       buXon next to this op)on.

Once you have entered your 
keywords and made your 
selec3on, click “Submit”

Remove a 
term/phrase 
by clicking 
the “x” in the 
upper right 
corner. 



Returning Topic Search Results
Please note: If a high number of journal 3tles is retrieved (>100), you will be prompted to:

1) add more keywords to make your search more precise;  or 
2) elect to proceed to view the top-ranked 50 or 100 journal 3tles or all the journal 3tles by clicking the 

appropriate radio buJon
**The search below on “diabetes” was inten:onally le; broad to demonstrate this feature**

We recommend adding one or more addi:onal keywords to ensure results are relevant to your specific topic. 

Select an op3on to 
display the results 
for the current 
search

OR add addi3onal 
keyword(s) and 
rerun the search 

Ini3al search: SPI-Hub™  response to ini3al search: 



Search Results from our IniBal Search

Select up to 5 journals 
to compare by 
selec3ng the 
checkboxes and 
clicking “Compare.”

The search retrieves a 
list of recommended 
journals using a 
weighted algorithm that 
is informed by CKM’s 
exper3se and knowledge 
of authorship rules and 
regula3ons.

Click on a journal 3tle 
link to view informa3on 
on a specific journal.



Results of Comparing MulBple Journals
3 journal 3tles are selected for side-by-side comparison



Search by Author

• Allows users to view the scholarly journals in which colleagues working 
in similar fields of interest/research have published
• Leverages ORCID, a plaCorm that provides unique idenEfiers for 

researcher disambiguaEon, as federal agencies (e.g., NaEonal InsEtutes 
of Health) now require that individuals supported by certain awards 
establish an ORCID profile
• SPI-Hub™ can search and parse the publicaEon biography of any 

researchers with an ORCID idenEfier if their publicaEon list is publicly 
available 



Search by Author

Enter author 
first and last 
name; 
ins3tu3on 
name is 
op3onal

The “Publica3on Matches Available” column 
indicates whether the author has cita3ons in 
their ORCID record that match SPI-Hub™ 
journal records; journal matches can only be 
made when the profile is set to public and has 
linked cita8ons.

Select the author of interest 
from the results list 



My CitaBons

View journal records from 
your own publica3on history 
by searching for your ORCID 
profile or entering a public 
Zotero or NCBI My 
Bibliography URL

This feature is helpful for 
determining if a journal is s3ll 
appropriate for future work 
(e.g., checking for changes in 
editorial prac3ces & policies, 
scope) 

For users who do not have an ORCID iden3fier, 
tutorial guidance is available via video, script, and 
a visual guide with instruc3ons for how to 
establish a profile                             

https://www.zotero.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/
https://spi-hub.app.vumc.org/tutorials


Search by Author/My CitaBons
• Results of the Author and My 

Cita,ons search features 
provide a list of journals

• Users can click each ,tle link to 
view the journal’s Knowledge 
Management Journal Record™



Browse Preprints
• Browse preprint services by their 

eligibility for the Na9onal Ins9tutes of 
Health (NIH) Preprint Pilot Program 
and subject area 

• Select a 9tle to view comprehensive, 
objec9ve metadata on the service’s 
policies and prac9ces

• To aid authors in decision-making 
about where to post their 
manuscripts, informa9on is provided 
across four areas:
• General InformaAon
• Manuscript Parameters 
• Services Offered
• Manuscript Submissions

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/nihpreprints/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/nihpreprints/


Discover Data Repositories

Search based on desired 
repository characteris3cs 

Browse repositories 
alphabe3cally by 
repository name or 
sponsor

Click “Select more search 
parameters” to search by 
addi3onal characteris3cs, 
including the NIH-defined 
desirable characteris3cs for 
data repositories

Data repositories can be searched and browsed to aid researchers in developing plans for data sharing and selec3ng the 
data repository that best meets their needs for compliance with the NIH Data Management and Sharing Policy. 

https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/sharing-scientific-data/selecting-a-data-repository
https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/sharing-scientific-data/selecting-a-data-repository
https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/sharing-scientific-data/selecting-a-data-repository
https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy


Data Repository Record 
• Can be accessed by searching or 

browsing

• Informa,on is provided across three 
categories:
• General Informa)on
• Submission Details
• Access and Reten)on

• Metadata fields address adherence to 
the NIH desirable characteris,cs for 
data repositories and other aAributes 

https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/sharing-scientific-data/selecting-a-data-repository
https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/sharing-scientific-data/selecting-a-data-repository


Other 
SPI-Hub™ 

Pages

• Guides & Tools
• Resources Page
• Ways to Offer Input & Feedback



Guides and Tools
Access a comprehensive overview of systema,c reviews and guidance on crea,ng 

researcher profiles using the links on the homepage.   



Guides & Tools: SystemaBc Reviews
• SPI-Hub™ provides access to a freely-

available, self-paced, comprehensive 
systema8c review training series 
developed by the VUMC Center for 
Knowledge Management.

• Includes 18 videos addressing topics 
such as review planning, types of 
literature reviews to consider, all 
steps of the review process, 
systema3c review management tools, 
protocol registra3on, and 
instruments for quality assessment.

• Quizzes addressing key learning 
objec3ves allow users to assess their 
understanding.



Guides & Tools: SystemaBc Reviews

Click on “(Show Quiz)” 
and “(Show 
References)” to show 
addi3onal content

Each topic page includes a brief video, downloadable slides, learning objec3ves, quiz ques3ons, and suppor3ng references. 

Click to download the 
slides in PDF format



Guides & Tools: CreaBng a Researcher Profile
• SPI-Hub™ also provides step-by-

step video and/or wriJen 
tutorials on how to create and 
populate your ORCID profile and 
how to establish an NIH 
Biosketch using SciENcv.

• Access these tutorials from the 
homepage or by clicking the 
“Tutorials” tab in the top menu. 



SPI-Hub™ Resources Page
• Offers links to other free 

sites that aid with journal 
recommenda9ons.

• Please note, some of these 
resources are limited to 
journals from one publisher 
or may offer subjec9ve 
assessments of journal 
quality.



Ways to Offer Input & Feedback about SPI-Hub™
1) From the Contact Us tab, you can 

submit a Training Request for groups of 
3 or more.  

3) Submit comments and 
rate SPI-Hub™ features 
through the Feedback 
links

4) View the answers to 
user-submiJed 
frequently asked 
ques3ons via the FAQ

2) Submit journal 3tles for inclusion in 
SPI-Hub™ using the Recommend a 
Journal form


